ULTIMATE GALAPAGOS
CONSERVATION CRUISE

June 2022
- 18 Nights / 17 Days -

If you are looking for the trip of a lifetime then look no further. This is a bespoke cruise, offering you the
perfect way to see the Archipelago! You will have exclusive opportunities to visit Galapagos Conservation
Trust (GCT) funded projects and to meet passionate conservationists working on the Islands.

ULTIMATE GALAPAGOS
CONSERVATION CRUISE

This unmissable trip of a life-time
comprises 18 days and will enable you to
experience most islands in the Galapagos
Archipelago. A maximum of 15 paying
passengers will ensure you have a unique
experience when watching wildlife and
meeting those working on projects for
the Galapagos Conservation Trust (GCT).
GCT is the only UK charity focused
solely on the conservation of one of the
most unique, ecologically important
and vulnerable areas in the world.
With over 20 years of experience, GCT
partners with Ecuadorian authorities,
NGOs, local communities and leading
researchers supporting impactful science,
conservation and education programmes
across the Archipelago.

Joining the first week is GCT’s Kelly Hague. Kelly’s passion for conservation led to a career of over 20 years helping fund environmental projects, through work with
BirdLife International, Tree Aid, the Grasslands Trust, the South Georgia Heritage Trust and with Galapagos Conservation Trust since 2018.
We are privileged to have leading the second week, Sharon Johnson, Chief Executive of the Trust. Sharon’s vast experience in conservation projects includes working
for the Indonesian Forestry Commission in Borneo; the Royal Society of Nature Conservation in the Seychelles and as a warden for Birds Australia. As the CEO since 2015
Sharon is the driving force behind GCT's work in the Galapagos.
Juan Tapia, a local expert guide, will share with us his incredible knowledge of Galapagos wildlife gained from over 20 years of guiding experience.

TOWER ITINERARY
Week 1: 14 - 22 June 2022
This is the start of the cruise and you will be met
by Kelly Hague.
This week will focus on the Central, Southern and
Northern islands, including visits to Genovesa
(Tower), Floreana and Española (Hood), all
highlights of the Galapagos Islands.
We will have the exclusive opportunity on Floreana
island to visit one of the world’s most important
island restoration projects. We will meet scientists
working to restore the island and reintroduce
locally extinct species. Calling in at Floreana’s
famous Post Office Bay, we will also experience
breathtaking encounters with wildlife.

GCT Project Highlights this week*:

- Exclusive visit to the Restoring Floreana project - one of the world’s most important, but complex, island conservation projects aiming to save 55
endangered species, with plans to reintroduce other species which are already locally extinct. Meet some of the world’s top experts working on 		
this vital project.
- Godfrey Merlen, long-term Galapagos conservationist, will tell us about work to save the beautiful vermilion flycatcher.
- You will meet GCT’s Education & Outreach Co-ordinator, Anne Guezou, expert on giant tortoises and learn how she is enabling young
people to understand the research.
- Behind the scenes visit to the Galapagos Science Centre, to learn about community work and exciting scientific research.
*These may vary according to logistics and availability of people.

FERNANDINA ITINERARY
Week 2: 22 June -1 July 2022
This week we will enjoy exploring the western,
central and northern Galapagos Islands, visiting
among others Isabela and Fernandina.
Fernandina is the youngest volcanic island and
is still active.
Isabela is the largest of the Galapagos Islands
formed by five active volcanoes fused together.
Wolf Volcano is the highest point in the entire
Galapagos at 1707 m.

GCT Project Highlights this week:
The majority of this week will be spent in islolated parts of the islands, far away from areas where people live. However Sharon will be on board to explain work
that is taking place. And if there is an opportunity to meet anyone out in the field at the time of the cruise, we will take it!

DAY 1

Quito, Ecuador

14 June

Arrive in Quito, the capital of Ecuador in the middle of the Andes that has an altitude of 2800m. Today our group will
remain near the airport at the Garden San José Hotel in preparation for our early morning flight to Baltra the following
day and a safe embarkation of the MV Beluga.
Your local guide will be at Quito airport to welcome you and organise your transfer from the airport to your hotel. Rest of the
day at leisure to explore Quito.
Constructed on the foundations of an ancient Incan city, Quito is known for its fascinating blend of European, Moorish and
indigenous architecture. It is also the second highest capital in the world, perched dramatically in the Andes at 2,850m above
sea level.
Overnight: Garden San José Airport Hotel, Quito

DAY 2

Baltra Island / Santa Cruz Island: Highlands and Charles Darwin Station

15 June

You depart Quito in the morning. Upon arrival in Baltra you will meet with the staff of Beluga who will transfer you to the pier
to board the vessel.
Santa Cruz Island (Indefatigable). Galapagos giant tortoises can be seen in the wild in the highlands of Santa Cruz.
Visit the Charles Darwin Station, which is a research facility and National Park Information center. The Charles Darwin Station
has a giant tortoise and land iguana breeding program and interpretation center.
Overnight: Onboard Beluga

DAY 3

Plazas / Santa Fe Island

16 June

Plazas consists of two very small islands that were uplifted from the sea, and are separated by a channel. Only South Plazas has
a visitor site. The highlights include tall Opuntia cactai, land and marine iguanas, rocky cliffs that look out towards the open
ocean which is also a nesting site for red-billed tropic birds and gulls, and a seal lion bachelor colony.
Santa Fe is a smaller island of 24 km2. The visitor site on Santa Fe is located on the northeast end of the island. Highlights
include Santa Fe land iguanas, pelican nesting site, sea lion colony, mockingbirds, and Palo Santo trees.
Overnight: Onboard Beluga

DAY 4

San Cristóbal Island: Cerro Brujo, Leon Dormido and El Junco

17 June

San Cristóbal is the easternmost island of Galapagos and also one of the oldest.
Cerro Brujo is a volcanic cone that looks over a beautiful white sand beach on the west side of San Cristóbal. Highlights include:
Sally Lightfoot crabs, marine iguanas, and sea lions, Chatham mockingbird and lava lizards.
Galapaguera & El Junco. The lagoon is the only fresh water reservoir in Galapagos and has great views from its altitude of
700m in the highlands of San Cristóbal. Rainwater has collected in the caldera for hundreds of years and formed this lagoon.
Galapaguera is a good area to see tortoises in their natural environment.
Overnight: Onboard Beluga

DAY5

Española (Hood) Island: Gardener Bay and Pta Suarez

18 June

Española is the oldest of the Southern islands and is the southernmost in the Archipelago. Because of its remote location a
unique range of endemic species evolved here.
Gardner Bay is located on the northeast of the island, the site has a long and beautiful white sand beach inhabited by sea lion
colonies. Gardner islet and Osborn islet are snorkeling sites where visitors will see an abundance of tropical fish, reef sharks,
and turtles.
The wildlife at Punta Suarez is plentiful and varied. Along the cliffs visitors can enjoy the blowhole where seawater is forced
about 20m into the air. The highlights are the waved albatross (April-Dec) that are only found on Española, Galapagos Hawks,
blue-footed boobies, Nazcar boobies, and Española lava lizards.
Overnight: Onboard Beluga

DAY 6

Floreana: Punta Cormorant and Post Office Bay

19 June

Floreana is best known for its colorful history of buccaneers, whalers, convicts, and early colonists. Punta Cormorant has two
contrasting beaches and a large inland lagoon where pink flamingoes can be seen.
Devils Crown. This is a snorkeling site located just off Punta Cormorant. The site is a completely submerged volcano that has
eroded to create the appearance of a jagged crown.
Post office bay. This is one of the few sites visited for its human history. Visit the wooden mail barrel where letters are dropped
off and picked up and remains of the Norwegian fishing village.
Overnight: Onboard Beluga

DAY 7

Santa Cruz Island (Indefatigable)

20 June

Dragon Hill is located in the northwestern side of Santa Cruz island. Some highlights include small lagoons with flamingos, Palo
Santo trees, and Opuntia cactus.
Santiago island (James): Santiago island is located between Isabela and Santa Cruz islands. This island offers a wide variety of
seabirds, marine iguanas and fur seals.
Sullivan Bay is of great geological interest. Highlights: 100 hundred year old lava flow field, pahoehoe formations, lava bubbles.
Overnight: Onboard Beluga

DAY 8

Genovesa (Tower): Darwin Bay and Prince Phillips Steps

21 June

Genovesa (Tower) island: Genovesa is an eroded flat volcanic island, with a natural harbour, which is actually the submerged
caldera of this volcanic island.
Darwin Bay: The steep cliffs of this area dominate the island. This area is home to thousands of frigatebirds, red-footed
boobies, Noddy terns, lava gulls, tropicbirds, doves, storm petrels and Darwin’s finches.
El Barranco: There is a good possibility of seeing the unique “Short- eared owl” at this site. During the dinghy rides along the
cliffs fur seals and several species of seabirds can be spotted.
Overnight: Onboard Beluga

DAY 9

Turtle Cove / Baltra

22 June

Caleta Tortuga is a red mangrove lagoon on Santa Cruz and a perfect example of how mangroves alter the marine environment
to create a rich and unique habitat. Baltra
Overnight: Onboard Beluga

DAY 10

Sombrero Chino / Rábida

23 June

Sombrero Chino is a small volcanic island just off the southeast tip of Santiago. The name of the island describes the shape
of the island. Fauna includes Sea lions, marine iguanas and the Galapagos penguin.
Rábida is a small island with a dark red coral sand beach. Highlights include the lagoon with flamingos, pelican nesting site,
sea lion bachelor colony, and a snorkeling site at the end of the beach.
Overnight: Onboard Beluga

DAY 11

Isabela Island (Albemarle): Volcan Sierra Negra and Puerto Villamil

24 June

Isabela island (Arbermarle) is the largest of the Galapagos Islands formed by five active volcanoes fused together. Wolf Volcano
is the highest point in the entire Galapagos at 1707m. Volcán Sierra Negra has a caldera with a diameter of 10km. View recent
lava flows, moist highland vegetation, and parasitic cones.
Puerto Villamil is a charming small town on a white sand beach. Highlights include the Tortoise Breeding Station and the
flamingo lagoon. Other visits (depending on conditions) are the Tintoreras or Los Humedales.
Overnight: Onboard Beluga

DAY 12

Isabela Island (Albemarle): Elizabeth Bay and Punta Moreno

25 June

Elizabeth Bay is only accessible by dinghy. It is possible to see penguins on the small islets in the bay. The end of the bay is
long and narrow surrounded by three species of mangroves. Galapagos sea turtles and rays can usually be seen in the water.
Punta Moreno is located in the central southwestern coast of Isabela island. The site has spectacular views of volcanoes Alcedo,
Sierra Negra and Cerro Azul. Some highlights include impressive lava flows, desolate and pristine landscape, varied and
unusual arid zone vegetation.
Overnight: Onboard Beluga

DAY 13

Isabela Island (Albemarle): Urbina Bay and Tagus Cove

26 June

Your third day exploring Isabela island includes a trip to Urbina Bay and Tagus Cove. Urbina Bay is located at the centralwest coast of Isabela Island at the foothills of Alcedo and Darwin volcanoes. Highlights include the colourful land iguanas,
Galapagos giant tortoises and the coral uplifting from 1954. Tagus Cove is a natural harbor where centuries ago whalers and
pirates left their ship’s names painted or carved on the rocks. A walk uphill to Darwin’s Crater saltwater lake will provide an
excellent view.
Overnight: Onboard Beluga

DAY 14

Fernandina Island: Pta. Espinoza and Pta. Vicente Roca

27 June

Fernandina is the youngest volcanic island and is still active.
Punta Espinoza is a place famous for its large colonies of marine iguanas and as the habitat of unique species like the flightless
cormorant, Galapagos penguin, Galapagos hawk, Galapagos snake, among others.
Punta Vicente Roca is visited by dinghy rides along the cliffs or the partially sunken cave at the water’s edge. Nasca boobies,
blue-footed boobies and flightless cormorants inhabit the shoreline.
Overnight: Onboard Beluga

DAY 15

Santiago Island & Bartolomé Island

28 June

Santiago island (James): This island is located between Isabela and Santa Cruz islands. This island offers a wide variety of
seabirds, marine iguanas and fur seals.
Espumilla Beach has a beautiful contrast between the golden beach and the green mangroves. It is also a great site to see
flamingos, pintail ducks, green sea turtle nests and the Galapagos hawk. It is also a good site to go for a cool off swim or a
snorkel.
Buccaneers Cove. This site was Charles Darwin’s home for nine days. As well as a resting site for many whalers and pirates.
With this rich history Buccaneers Cove is a must see. Enjoy a panga ride or snorkel looking for Galapagos fur seals, brown
noodies, pelicans, and swallow-tailed gulls
Bartolome island (Bartholomew). A hike will take you to the highest point on Bartolome for a spectacular view. Sea lions and
penguins can be seen around Pinnacle Rock. There is a sandy beach with great swimming and snorkeling.
Overnight: Onboard Beluga

DAY 16

North Seymour/ Quito

29 June

This flat piece of land originated after an uplifting event thousands of years ago. The island is home to endemic Palo Santo
trees, colonies of blue-footed boobies, swallow tailed gulls, and the magnificent frigate birds.
We will disembark in Baltra in time for our return flight to Quito.
Your local guide will be at Quito airport to welcome you and organise your transfer from the airport to your hotel. Rest of the
day at leisure to explore Quito.
Overnight: La Casona de la Ronda, Quito

DAY 17

Quito, Ecuador

30 June

After a well deserved rest and a healthy breakfast you will visit the city of Quito. The tour will cover the major colonial churches
and the historic colonial quarter of Quito. After lunch we will drive 25 km north from Quito to “Mitad del Mundo" (literally
“middle of the world”) where the Equatorial Line Monument is located.
Farewell dinner and cocktails hosted by your GCT Leader.

DAY 18

Quito, Ecuador

Morning at leisure. Transfer back to the airport in time for your return flight Quito-London in the afternoon.

1 July

PRICE

£10,790 per person sharing a cabin*

This itinerary includes:

- All transfers in private transportation
- Flight Mainland – Galapagos - Mainland
- Excursions and activities as mentioned
- Accommodation based on double rooms
- Meals according to the itinerary description
- English speaking naturalist guides in
Galapagos.

This itinerary does not include:
- International flights to/from Quito
- Travel insurance (mandatory)
- Galapagos National Park entrance fee
- Migration Card fee
- Drinks and beverages on board
- Gratuities
- Items of personal nature

All routes and programs can change due to National Park policies and regulations, weather conditions, seasonal changes, safety reasons and the wildlife encountered
during the travel. Flexibility is the key to the success of any expedition. Nevertheless the safety and the interest of our passengers is always first priority.
Strict safety protocols are being followed on board Beluga. Our tour around Quito will come at the end of your cruise as this will ensure that the group forms a small ‘bubble’ and will also help keep boat staff safe. You will also be asked to organise all trip extensions after your cruise, rather than beforehand. If you wish to see full details of
safety measures or have any other queries relating to COVID-19, please do ask Wild Tracks Expeditions.

*A shorter option on either cruise week is possible for a price of £5,845 per person sharing a cabin.

The Beluga is a very spacious and comfortable “Superior First Class” motor yacht which takes a maximum
of 16 passengers in eight double cabins. This small exclusive group size ensures that passengers have an
intimate experience, accessing all the best visitor sites, some of which are closed to the bigger cruise ships.
Beluga is fully air-conditioned, has spacious social areas with panoramic windows in the salon / dining area,
a large sundeck and a friendly and professional crew who will look after you during your journey. Each cabin
has its own private bathroom. The Beluga is outfitted exclusively for the Galapagos Islands and has been
awarded the Smart Voyager certification for adhering to conservation standards. Beluga also complies with
all international maritime regulations and is SOLAS certified.

IMPORTANT

Booking Information

Guides

Besides having a Galapagos Conservation Trust (GCT) staff member, you will be met and looked after by a local guide.
We believe that an essential part of this travel experience is the knowledge and enthusiasm of Wild Tracks and GCT local
partners - all of whom are close friends. They will bring your Galapagos experience to another level.

Responsible tourism

Wild Tracks feels passionately about the regions we visit and the people that make your journeys such wonderful experiences. We understand that the efforts we all make today will help to sustain the environments and the cultures for others
that follow.
We like to work with local travel partners who have the same beliefs as us and this is why we are thrilled to be part of this
GCT Cruise. We encourage all our clients to be considerate to the land, wildlife, cultures and communities that are hosting
us during our travels.

24-hour service

Whilst travelling with Wild Tracks Expeditions you will have a local 24-hour contact telephone number to use in the case
of any emergencies, as well as a Wild Tracks telephone contact number.

Visas

Very few countries are required a visa to visit Ecuador for less than 90 days. We will fully assist you with any information
you may need on this regard.

We are passionate about Making Tracks to the Ends of the World, designing our adventures to be a “once-ina-lifetime experience”. The services and activities we offer are of the best value and quality. Our experience
and friendly relationships with our clients supported by our superb local ground and ship board staff makes
us confident that we are offering you not only the best holiday but a journey that is life-changing. As a
company we pride ourselves in providing a truly personal service and we aim to ensure that your travels are
smooth, efficient and fun from start to finish.

IMPORTANT

Booking Information

COVID-19 All guests must be fully vaccinated against COVID-19. Strict safety protocols are being followed on board
Beluga, with all staff fully vaccinated. There is also a very high vaccination level within the Galapagos community. Our tour
around Quito comes at the end of your cruise to ensure that the group forms a small ‘bubble’ and will also help keep boat
staff safe. You will be asked to organise all trip extensions after your cruise, rather than beforehand. If you wish to see full
details of safety measures or have any other queries relating to COVID-19, please do ask us.

Airline Tickets As a tour operator we have access to airfares offering good value to your itinerary.

If we have control
over your flights we can make adjustments back at the office while you continue to enjoy your journey. Do not hesitate to
ask us for a quote. Note: If you are thinking about using air miles to purchase your flights or upgrade to a premium cabin,
please check with us first as fare restrictions might not permit this.

Travel Insurance You must have adequate and valid travel insurance before you book with us. Your travel insurance
must cover accidents, injury, illness and death as well as emergency and medical evacuation from remote areas, repatriation (including helicopter), and personal liability. We highly recommend that you are covered for cancellation, interruption (curtailment) or delay as well as loss of luggage.

ATOL Bonded Wild Tracks Expeditions is a fully licensed and bonded tour operator. We hold ATOL (Air Travel Organis-

ers Licensing) license issued by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA). ATOL exists to protect you, from losing money or being
stranded abroad because of the failure of a travel firm or airline, protecting clients residing in the UK that are booking a
travel package with the inclusion of at least one flight.

Weather & Climate There is little fluctuation in temperature throughout the year. The rainfall is at its heaviest during

September and October, being quite damp and a drizzle falling almost every day. Temperatures do vary having a cool
season June to December, when the water is much cooler bringing to life much of the fauna which is quite active. The dry
or warm season is from December to June with the busiest time between mid December until end February. June is a
lovely month - not only is the wildlife quite active, but also the right temperature - not hot nor too cold. Which is why we
have chosen June for our GCT cruise.
We would also like to give credit and special mention with a big thank you to our dear Tracker,
Dieter Butow, for his wildlife photos taken on his Galapagos voyage 2017.

For bookings

For information on conservation

Phone: +44 (0) 1295 236354
Email: info@ice-tracks.com

Phone: +44 (0) 20 7399 7440
Email: gct@gct.org

ice-tracks.com

galapagosconservation.org.uk

