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If you are looking for the trip of a lifetime then look 
no further. This is a  bespoke cruise, offering you the 
perfect way to see the Archipelago!  

You will have exclusive opportunities to visit 
Galapagos Conservation Trust funded projects and 
to meet passionate conservationists working on the 
islands. 
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The Ultimate Galapagos Conservation Trust Cruise                                

This unmissable trip of a life-time comprises two weeks and will enable you to 

experience most islands in Galapagos.  A maximum of 15 paying passengers will ensure 

you have an intimate experience when watching wildlife and meeting project staff. 

Galapagos Conservation Trust (GCT) is the only UK charity focussed solely on the 

conservation of one of the most unique and ecologically important, but vulnerable, 

areas in the world.   With over 20 years of experience, we partner with Ecuadorian 

authorities, NGOs, local communities and leading researchers to support impactful 

science, conservation and education programmes across the Archipelago.    https://

galapagosconservation.org.uk 

We are thrilled that award-winning guide Pablo Valladares will 

accompany the full 2 weeks. Joining the first week is Galapagos 

Conservation Trust’s Kelly Hague. Kelly’s passion for 

conservation has driven her to spend 

o v e r 2 0 y e a r s h e l p i n g f u n d 

environmental projects, through work 

with BirdLife International, Tree Aid, the Grasslands Trust and 

the South Georgia Heritage Trust. We are privileged to have 

leading the second week Sharon 

Johnson Chief Executive of the Trust.  Sharon’s vast experience 

in conservation projects include working for the Indonesian 

Forestry Commission in Borneo;  the Royal Society of Nature 

Conservation in the Seychelles and as a warden for Birds 

Australia. As GCT’s  CEO since 2015 Sharon has been helping to 

drive forward and promote conservation work in Galapagos. 

We would also like to give credit and special mention with a big thank you to our dear 

Tracker, Dieter Butow, for his wildlife photos taken on his Galapagos voyage 2017.  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Tower Itinerary 
Week 1: 10 June - 19 June 2020  

After a chance to explore the historical city of Quito, you will fly to Galapagos and board 
Beluga. This cruise will focus on the Central, Southern and Northern Islands, including 
visits to Tower and Hood Island, two of the highlights of the Galapagos Islands.  You will 
be met in Quito by Sharon Johnson, GCT’s CEO, and accompanied on the cruise by 
Kelly Hague, GCT’s Individual Giving Manager. 
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Fernandina Itinerary 
Week 2: 19 June - 26 June 2020  

This week you will enjoy exploring the western, central and northern Galapagos islands, 
visiting among others, Floreana, Isabela and Fernandina islands.   You will get an 
exclusive opportunity on Floreana island to visit the world’s 5th most important island 
restoration project. You will meet scientists working to restore the island and reintroduce 
locally extinct species.  Calling in at Floreana’s famous Post Office Bay, you will also 
experience breathtaking encounters with pink flamingos, blue footed boobies, pelicans, 
sea lions, finches, terns and so much more! 
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Tower Itinerary 

Day 1 - 10th June - Arrival in Quito  

Arrive in Quito, the capital of Ecuador in the middle of the Andes that has an altitude of  
2800m. Your local guide will be at the airport to welcome you and organise your transfer 
from the airport to your hotel. He will also inform you of your activities during your stay 
in Quito.  
 

02 nights and 1 ½ day  at La Casona de la Ronda, Quito with breakfast included 
https://www.lacasonadelaronda.com/  
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  DATE  10th June 
   AIRLINE  KLM 
  DEPART London Heathrow 
  ARRIVE Quito Mariscal Ramon Sucre 



Day 2 - 11th June - Quito 
After a well deserved rest and a healthy breakfast you will visit the city of Quito. The tour 
will cover the major colonial churches and the historic colonial quarter of Quito. After 
lunch we will drive 25 km north from Quito to “Mitad del Mundo" (literally “middle of the 
world”) where the Equatorial Line Monument is located. 

Welcome cocktails in the evening and a talk by shark expert Alex Hearn. 

Day 3 - 12th June - Fly from Quito to Baltra Island, Galapagos. Transfer to 
the Beluga on Santa Cruz Island 
You depart Quito in the morning. Upon arrival in Baltra you will meet with the staff of 
Beluga* who will transfer you to the pier to board the vessel. We will start an incredible 
15 day itinerary visiting some of the most exciting and wildlife abundant islands of 
Galapagos. You will enjoy cruising through the islands…spotting dolphins and whales…
snorkelling with sea lions…studying the birdlife…enjoying the scenery and volcanoes…
and marvelling at the colour of the sea and its glorious beaches. 

7 nights on Beluga - full board 
  

Day 4 - 13th June - Santa Fe Island / South Plaza Island 
Santa Fe is a smaller island of 24 km2. Highlights include Santa Fe land iguanas, pelican 
nesting sites,  a sea lion colony, mockingbirds and Palo Santo trees. 
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South Plaza Islands consists of two very small islands that were uplifted from the sea, 
separated by a channel. The highlights include tall Opuntia cactus, land and marine 
iguanas, rocky cliff that looks out towards the open ocean which is also a nesting site for 
red-billed tropic birds and gulls and a seal lion bachelor colony. 

Day 5 - 14th June - San Cristóbal Island 
Galapagos Science Centre on San Cristobal is a hub of conservation activity.  We are 
planning to meet leading scientists here.  

San Cristóbal is the easternmost island of Galapagos and also one of the oldest. Witch 
Hill (or Cerro Brujo) is a volcanic cone that looks over a beautiful white sandy beach 
which has plenty of sea lions, pelicans, blue-footed boobies, waders and marine 
iguanas.  

Day 6 - 15th June - Española (Hood) Island 
Hood Island (Española) is the oldest of the Southern Islands. Because of its remote 
location a unique range of endemic species evolved here. 

Gardner Bay has a long and beautiful white sand beach inhabited by sea lion colonies. 

Islote Garnder and Islote Osborn are snorkelling sites where visitors will see an 
abundance of tropical fish, reef sharks, and turtles. The wildlife of Punta Suarez is 
plentiful and varied. Along the cliff visitors can enjoy the blowhole where seawater is 
forced about 20m into the air. The highlights are the Waved albatross (that are only 
found on Hood) and. Galapagos hawks, blue-footed boobies, Ñasca boobies, and 
Española lava lizards . 
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Day 7 - 16th June - Santa Cruz Island 
Santa Cruz Island (Indefatigable) is the second largest island and the most populated. It 
is here you will meet GCT funded project staff and learn about the giant tortoise project.  
In Puerto Ayora visitors can enjoy a stroll through town and market stalls, sample the 
bars and visit the fish market surrounded by hungry pelicans and sea lions. There will be 
a visit to the Charles Darwin Station as well as a visit to the highlands of Santa Cruz 
where Galapagos giant tortoises can be seen in the wild.  

Day 8 - 17th June - Sombrero Chino Island / James Island 
Sombrero Chino is a small volcanic island just off the southeast tip of Santiago. Fauna 
includes sea lions, marine iguanas and the Galapagos penguin. 

James Island (Santiago): James Island is located between Isabela and Santa Cruz 
Islands. This Island offers a wide variety of seabirds, marine iguanas and fur seals. 

Sullivan Bay: This site is of great geological interest. Highlights: 100 hundred year old 
lava flow field, pahoehoe formations, and lava bubbles. 

Day 9 - 18th June - Tower (Genovesa) Island 
Tower Island (Genovesa): Tower is an eroded flat volcanic island, with a natural harbour, 
which is actually the submerged caldera of this volcanic island. 
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Darwin Bay: The steep cliffs of this area dominate the island. This area is home to 
thousands of frigate birds, red-footed boobies, Noddy terns, lava gulls, tropicbirds, 
doves, storm petrels and Darwin’s finches. 

El Barranco: There is a good possibility of seeing the unique “Short- eared owl” at this 
site. During the dinghy rides along the cliffs fur seals and several species of seabirds can 
be spotted. 

Day 10 - 19th June  Santa Cruz Island  
Caleta Tortuga is a red mangrove lagoon on Santa Cruz and a perfect example of how 
mangroves alter the marine environment to create a rich and unique habitat. 

You will have the opportunity to spend some time in Puerto Ayora, a delightful port with 
fish market, shopping, market stalls and bars and places to sample Ecuadorian cuisine. 
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Fernandina Itinerary 

Day 11 - 20th June Sail to Floreana Island 
Floreana Island is best known for its colourful history of buccaneers, whalers, convicts, 
and early colonists. You will visit some of the Island's bays and beaches: Punta 
Cormorant, Devil’s Crown and Post Office Bay. Galapagos Conservation Trust is working 
to restore the outstanding ecosystem of the island and reintroduce locally extinct 
species. You will have a unique insight into the eradication programme by a GCT funded 
scientist.  

Punta Cormorant has two very different beaches and a large, inland lagoon where pink 
flamingoes can be seen. Visit Devil's Crown - a stunning snorkeling site, formed by 
completely submerged volcano, eroded to create the appearance of a jagged crown. 
Post Office Bay gives you a glimpse into some of the human history of the area: visit the 
wooden mail barrel where letters are dropped off and picked up, as well as the remains 
of a Norwegian fishing village. 

Day 12 - 21st June - Sail to Isabela Island (Albemarle) 

Isabela Island was formed by the fusing together of five volcanoes. It is the largest of the 
Galapagos Islands with Wolf Volcano being the Galapagos' highest point at 1707m. 
With so much to explore, you will have three days on Isabela, taking in the coves, 
beaches and bays.  

Today, you will visit Volcán Sierra Negra's cauldron-like caldera (diameter of 10km), view 
recent lava flows, moist highland vegetation, and parasitic cones. You will also visit the 
charming village of Puerto Villamil, situated on a stretch of sand white beach. Highlights 
here include the Tortoise Breeding Station and the flamingo lagoon. 
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Day 13 - 22nd June - More exploration on Isabela Island (Albemarle) 
This day of exploration includes a visit to Punta Moreno, located in the central 
southwestern coast of Isabela Island and an outing to Elizabeth Bay by dinghy. Punta 
Moreno boasts spectacular views of the Alcedo, Sierra Negra and Cerro Azul volcanoes. 
Some highlights include impressive lava flows, desolate and pristine landscapes, as well 
as varied and unusual arid zone vegetation. Elizabeth Bay is a long, narrow bag 
surrounded by three species of mangroves and is a great place to spot Galapagos sea 
turtle and rays, and to watch endangered penguins at play - GCT support research into 
monitoring these birds to ensure their protection. 

Day 14 - 23th June - More exploration on Isabela Island (Albemarle) 
Your third day exploring Isabela Island includes a trip to Urbina Bay and Tagus Cove. 
Urbina Bay is located at the central-west coast of Isabela Island at the foothills of Alcedo 
and Darwin volcanoes. Highlights include the colourful land iguanas, Galapagos Giant 
tortoises and the coral uplifting from 1954. Tagus Cove is a natural harbor where 
centuries ago whalers and pirates left their ship’s names painted or carved on the rocks. 
A walk uphill to Darwin’s Crater saltwater lake will provide an excellent view. 

Day 15 - 24th June - Final day on Isabela Island (Albemarle), sail to 
Fernandina Island 
Your final port of call on Isabela is a dinghy ride along the cliffs to the sunken cave of 
Punta Vicente Roca, where flightless cormorants Nasca and blue-footed boobies inhabit 
the shoreline. You will then sail on to Fernandina Island - the youngest, still active 
volcanic island in Galapagos. Here you will visit Punta Espinoza, home to unique species 
like the flightless cormorant, Galapagos penguin, Galapagos hawk, Galapagos snake, as 
well as large marine iguana colonies. 
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Day 16 - 25th June - Sail to James (Santiago) and Bartolome Islands 
Located between Isabela and Santa Cruz, James Island is home to a wide variety of 
seabirds (such as the rare oystercatcher), marine iguanas and fur seals. At Puerto Egas, 
you will walk along the rocky coast line exploring some of Galapagos’ most dynamic 
tidal pools. Other highlights include: Sugar loaf volcano and the old salt mine. On 
Bartolome Island you can hike to the highest point for a spectacular view. Sea lions and 
penguins can be seen around Pinnacle Rock, and the sandy beach is an ideal swimming 
and snorkeling spot. 

Day 17 - 26th June 2020 - Sail to North Seymour Island and departure 
North Seymour Island is a piece of land that formed thousands of years ago when 
oceanic lava bubbled up from the ocean, leaving a fascinating flat piece of land. It is 
home to endemic Palo Santo trees, colonies of blue-footed boobies, swallow-tailed gulls 
and magnificent frigate birds. 

Today you leave the Enchanted Isles via Baltra Island to catch your flight to Quito or 
Guayaquil. 
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  DATE  26th June 
   AIRLINE  KLM 
  DEPART Guayaquil Jose Joaquin de Olmedo 
  ARRIVE London Heathrow 



Prices Overview 

’Ultimate Galapagos Conservation Trust Cruise’ 
10th June - 26th June:   £10,490  per person 
Only 15 paying passengers. 

This itinerary includes: 
• All transfers in private transportation 
• Flight Mainland – Galapagos - Mainland 
• Excursions and activities as mentioned above 
• Accommodation based on double rooms 
• Meals according to the itinerary description 
• English speaking naturalist guides in the Galapagos. 

This itinerary does not include: 
• International flights to/from Quito 
• Travel insurance (mandatory) 
• Galapagos National Park entrance fee (paid upon arrival in Baltra) 
• Migration Card fee  
• Drinks and beverages on board 
• Gratuities  
• Items of personal nature 
• Anything not included in the itinerary as detailed below. 

   All routes and programs can change due to National Park policies and regulations, 
weather conditions, seasonal changes, safety reasons and the wildlife encountered 
during the travel. Flexibility is the key to the success of any expedition. Nevertheless the 
safety and the interest of our passengers is always first priority. 

*The Beluga 
 Beluga is a very spacious and comfortable “Superior First Class” motor yacht which takes 

a maximum of 16 passengers in 8 double cabins.. This small exclusive group size ensures 
that passengers have an intimate experience, accessing all the best visitor sites, some of 
which are closed to the bigger cruise ships.  Beluga is fully air-conditioned, has spacious 
social areas with panoramic windows in the salon / dining area, a large sundeck and a 
friendly and professional crew who will look after you during your journey.   Each cabin 
has its own private bathroom. The Beluga is outfitted exclusively for the Galapagos 
Islands and has been awarded the Smart Voyager certification for adhering to 
conservation standards.  Beluga also complies with all international maritime regulations 
and is SOLAS certified. 
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important booking 
information 
We are passionate about Making Tracks 
to the Ends of the World, designing our 
adventures to be a “once-in-a-lifetime 
experience”. The services and activities 
we offer are of the best value and quality. 
Our experience and friendly relationships 
with our clients supported by our superb 
local ground and ship board staff makes 
us confident that we are offering you not 
only the best holiday but a journey that is 
life-changing. As a company we pride 
ourselves in providing a truly personal 
service and we aim to ensure that your 
travels are smooth, efficient and fun from 
start to finish.  

Guides 
B e s i d e s h a v i n g a G a l a p a g o s 
Conservation Trust (GCT) staff member, 
you will be met and looked after by a 
local guide. We believe that an essential 
part of this travel experience is the 
knowledge and enthusiasm of Wild 
Tracks and GCT local partners - all of 
whom are close friends. They will bring 
your Galapagos experience to another 
level. 

24-hour service 
Whilst travelling with Wild Tracks 
Expeditions you will have a local 24-hour 
contact telephone number to use in the 
case of any emergencies, as well as a 
Wild Tracks telephone contact number. 

Responsible tourism 
Wild Tracks feels passionately about the 
regions we visit and the people that make 
y o u r j o u r n e y s s u c h w o n d e r f u l 
experiences. We understand that the 
efforts we all make today will help to 
sustain the environments and the cultures 
for others that follow. 

We like to work with local travel partners 
who have the same beliefs as us and this 
is why we are thrilled to be part of this 
GCT Cruise. We encourage all our clients 
to be considerate to the land, wildlife, 
cultures and communities that are hosting 
us during our travels. 

Airline tickets  
As a tour operator we have access to 
airfares offering good value to your 
itinerary.  If we have control over your 
flights we can make adjustments back at 
the office while you continue to enjoy 
your journey. Do not hesitate to ask us for 
a quote. 
Note: If you are thinking about using air 
miles to purchase your flights or upgrade 
to a premium cabin, please check with us 
first as fare restrictions might not permit 
this. 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Visas 
Very few countries are required a visa to 
visit Ecuador for less than 90 days. We will 
fully assist you with any information you 
may need on this regard. 

Lodges 
Full camp/lodge/hotel details can be 
found following the links provided in the 
itinerary. All the accommodations  that we 
recommend have been throughout fully 
inspected. Should you have any concerns 
or suggestion we are always happy to 
discuss the pros and cons as well as 
potential upgrades. 

Travel insurance  
You must have adequate and valid travel 
insurance before you book with us. Your 
travel insurance must cover accidents, 
injury, illness and death as well as 
emergency and medical evacuation from 
remote areas, repatriation (including 
helicopter), and personal liability. We 
highly recommend that you are covered 
for cancellation, interruption (curtailment) 
or delay as well as loss of luggage.. 

Weather & Climate 
There is little fluctuation in temperature 
throughout the year so basically you can 
visit Galapagos when you want. 

The rainfall is at its heaviest during 
September and October, being quite 
damp and a drizzle falling almost every 
day. 

Temperatures do vary having a cool 
season June to December, when the 
water is much cooler bringing to life 
much of the fauna which is quite active. 

The dry or warm season is from 
December to June with the busiest time 
between mid December until end 
February. June is a lovely month - not 
only is the wildlife quite active, but also 
the right temperature - not hot or too 
cold. Which is why we have chosen June 
for our GCT cruise. 

ATOL Bonded 
Wild Tracks Expeditions is a fully licensed and bonded tour operator. We hold ATOL (Air 
Travel Organisers Licensing) license issued by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA). ATOL 
exists to protect you, from losing money or being stranded abroad because of the 
failure of a travel firm or airline, protecting clients residing in the UK that are booking a 
travel package with the inclusion of at least one flight. 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